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Abstract Objective This expert consensus was formulated to standardize the clinical behavior of medical staff in
collecting specimens for COVID-19 patients, reduce occupational exposure of medical staff, and improve the qualifi-
cation rate and quality of specimens submitted for inspection. The consensus was formulated according to the regula-
tions and requirements of expert consensus,and finished the process of literature search,quality appraise and evidence
summary. Afetr two rounds of expert meetings, the " Consensus of Experts on Collecting Specimens from Patients
with COVID-19" was formed, and passed the review of the Group Standard Committee of the Chinese Nursing Asso-
ciation(CNA). This consensus summarizes the applicable scope, terms and definitions, abbreviations, essential re-
quirements,operating procedures of specimen collection, prevention and disposing of unexpected events during speci-
men collection for COVID-19 patients in order to provide reference for clinical practice.
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